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SUBJECT: Adoption Forms: Petition for Adoption, Petitioner Consent and
Agreement to Adoption, Order of Adoption, and Consent to
Termination of Parental Rights and Certification—Adoption of an
Indian Child (revise Forms: ADOPT-200, ADOPT-210, ADOPT-215,
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Issue Statement
The proposed revisions address two issues:

1. Adoptive parents are not always aware of the financial and medical resources
available to them for the care of their adoptive children.

2. Siblings who are subject to juvenile court proceedings are not always placed in
the same home together.  Often they are adopted by different parents.

In addition, current Form ADOPT-225 contains an incorrect citation. The proposed
revisions are technical changes to provide adoptive parents with information about
the Adoption Assistance Program, to ensure that adopted children can remain in
contact with their biological siblings, and to correct the citation.

Recommendation
The Family and Juvenile Law Advisory Committee recommends that the Judicial
Council, effective January 1, 2001, revise Petition for Adoption (Form ADOPT-200)
Petitioner Consent and Agreement to Adoption (Form ADOPT-210), Order of
Adoption (Form ADOPT-215), and Consent to Termination of Parental Rights and
Certification—Adoption of an Indian Child (Form ADOPT-225).
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Rationale for Recommendation
These revisions will benefit the parties using the adoption forms.

Alternative Actions Considered
Not applicable.

Comments From Interested Parties
There are no comments since the proposal was not circulated for comment, as per the
Rules and Forms Committee.

Implementation Requirements and Costs
There will be no additional actions that the staff or the courts will need to take, nor
will there be any costs associated with implementing the recommendation.
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GUIDELINES FOR WRITING COUNCIL REPORT TITLES

Council report titles should succinctly state the subject matter and council action
required, if any.  Report titles are duplicated on Form Zs and on council business
meeting agendas (distributed to press and members of the public).  The library also
uses report titles to catalogue items considered by the council; therefore,
comprehensive and clear language is essential.

1. The title should briefly and concisely state what the report describes.

2. If the report involves rules, forms, or standards, necessary action should be noted
in the parentheses along with the number of the affected rule, form, or standard.

Samples:
• New Budget Process (Action Required);
• Guidelines for Drug Court Grants (Action Required);
• Rules on the Judicial Council, Its Internal and Advisory Committees, and on

the Administrative Office of the Courts (adopt rules 6.1–6.90; repeal rules
1001–1026 and 1029–1072; and renumber rules 2301, 2501, 2520, and 2530
of the California Rules of Court) (Action Required)

3. The following verbs should be used to describe action related to rules, forms, and
standards:

• Adopt rules or standards
• Adopt forms [“adopt” = mandatory forms]
• Approve forms [“approve” = optional forms]
• Repeal rules or standards
• Revise forms
• Revoke forms
• Amend rules or standards
• Renumber rules, forms, or standards

4. There is no requirement to list the names of forms in the title unless use of the
name most succinctly conveys the subject of the report.  Do list form numbers in
parentheses with the action required.

5. Do not use the term “proposed” in the titled.  All agenda items are proposed.

6. State the subject matter of a rule, form, or standard in a title rather than the
number unless the rule, form, or standard number is how the people commonly
refer to the issue.  If the rule number is used in the title also note its general
subject matter.


